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REPORT ON LAKE TAYLORVILLE

To:  Mayor Thomas Sweeney
By: Edward H. Storey and Rhodell E. Owens
Date: July, 1962

General Description

Lake Taylorville, owned and managed by the City of Taylorville, was made in 1961
by damming the South Fork of the Sangamon River.

The dam is located two miles southeast of the City of Taylorville (population 8,801,
1960 census). The lake extends some five miles southerly.

There are some fifty miles of shoreline. Much of the shoreline is wooded with a
variety of deciduous trees and a few coniferous trees. A smaller part of the
shoreline is sloping meadow.

The maximum depth is about 30 feet, with an average depth of about 12 feet. The
water basin was well cleared of timber, etc. before flooding.

Almost the entire shoreline to a depth of from 500 to 2000 feet is in public (city)
ownership.

A parking lot, launch ramps (simultaneous capacity-6), and several boat slips have
been constructed at the north end of the lake, near the dam. The shoreline is
otherwise undeveloped.

Potential Land Uses

The following listing is based on existing use of lakes which were once similar to
Lake Taylorville. It is not suggested that all the uses listed here will, or should, be
permitted on Lake Taylorville. The problem will be to select appropriate land uses
which will complement one another, and to plan their development to prevent
inconsistent or interfering uses to develop adjacent to one another. All uses
should be subject to carefully prepared regulations and should provide for
maximum public use under proper management. The City of Taylorville Ordinance
No. 1316 is an excellent first protective device which should be reviewed
periodically and revised according to need.

It is obvious that if certain commercial uses are permitted, or shack or permanent
trailer settlements allowed, the total quality of the environment will suffer, and the
area, which has the potential of being the outstanding lake development in Central
lllinois will become a run-of-the-mill operation and fail to attract or hold desirable
development and usage. It is in the public interest to maintain a high standard of
operation, development and use in the entire lake area.
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1. In the Public Domain

a.
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Lakeside parks for picnic outings, family picnics and reunions, group
gatherings and the like.

Lake side public camps such as residence camps, day camps, family
camps, etc.

Public outdoor education center for school and organizational use.
Conservation areas for preservation of natural resources and beauty.
Marinas for public boating access, rental slips, service area for water
craft, etc.

Fishing piers.

Swimming areas (check with State Department of Health)

Golf course.

Perimeter and access roads.

2. Organization Uses

a.
b.

Camps for 4-H, Scouts, Church, and the like.
Clubs, e.g.: Sportmen’s Club, Boating Club, Sailing Club, Audubon
Club, and the like.

3. Residential (private uses)

a.

b.

coow

e.

Permanent and residential suburban development with streets,
lights, water and sewage disposal.
Summer home development.

Commercial Uses

Cottage Rentals

Motel Development (resort)

Supply and Equipment Stores

Amusement Concessions — these have detracted seriously from
some lake developments.

Service establishments (restaurants, gas, etc.)

5. City Water Supply — Primary purposes — drinking water and industrial use.

6. Boating, including sailing, rowing, canoeing, motorboating, and paddie
boating — carefully controlled.

7. Water Skiing.

8. Fishing.

9. Swimming (State Health Department has strict requirements).
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Next Steps

The cost of the lake development to date is approximately two million dollars. One
half of this cost was for the dam, the balance for land acquisition, clearing, road
development, and the like.

An expenditure of an additional one million dollars for marina and beach
development, parkland development, additional land acquisition, provision of
utilities, and the like to complete the needed public phase of development, is
contemplated. This can be finance at least in part from revenues which will accrue
slowly for some time, then increase markedly at the point where plans and
developments are far enough along to increase the usage of the lake and its
shorelands, in such a way that the maximum protection of the public interest is
assured.

To date, the development has been excellent. Engineering has apparently been
sound, and development has been carefully handled and well executed.

The next phase of development and control is an acute one. It is at this point that
the future success of Lake Taylorville hinges. The multitude of problems involved
in the human use of the lake as a high quality resource for water and recreation
depends upon adequate planning at this crucial stage.

Recommendations

The undersigned consultants strongly recommend that two important steps be
taken as follows:

1. That a master plan of land use areas be prepared by a professional
planning firm, taking into account the various, desirable potential uses.
Such a plan should take the following factors into account.
a. Intensity of use, and the ability of the ecological characteristics of the
land to withstand such use.
b. Type of use, and compatibility of adjacent land-use proposals.
c. Access roads, perimeter roads, intensity of use of various access
roads, traffic flow, parking, etc.

Public service areas.

e. Preservation of the beauty and character of the shoreline, including
set-back requirements, shore line regulations for docks and piers,
and protection of existing timber.

f. Problems caused by intensity of use, such as sanitation, sewage,
pollution, erosion, vandalism, traffic, fire protection, water safety,
nuisance, etc.

o
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It appears possible that such a plan could be secured under the County’s
proposed planning program, but if it is to be delayed unduly, its value will be
lost, and more immediate step for a plan should be implemented.

A general zoning map showing the various areas of compatible use should
be first in order, followed by a circulation plan joining these areas.

2. That a specific site plan be prepared immediately for the total entrance
complex near the dam, including complete layout plans for parks, rest area,
concessions, parking, shelters, water supply, sanitary facilities, access
roads, landscaping, forestry, etc. This should take special account of the
intensive use which this area will surely experience, and give particular
regard to traffic flow, traffic control, safety provisions, and aesthetic
development for satisfying recreational use. Careful design will also include
the most convenient locations for concessions, securing maximum revenue,
while ensuring the best possible service. Such a plan will, in the long run,
be an economy. Other recommendations are as follows.

3. General Plan. Recommendations concerning the suitability of specific
lakeshore areas for particular uses are noted on the attached map for the
consideration of the planners.

4. Future Site Development. As new areas are developed, specific site plans
should be required prior to any development being started.

5. Finance. Too often, master planning is set up on an unrealistic approach to
the matter of finance. Perimeter roads and entrances should be designed
to make an entry charge to this park possible. This helps control the area.
Residents could probably be admitted free or at reduced rates if there is
local objection to an admission charge. The area will surely be developed
to the point of being attractive enough for an admission charge. The charge
will help make it possible to make the park more attractive. Indiana State
Parks, in some cases, with less attractions than Lake Taylorville, finance
capital improvements and operation out of admission charges. Wherever
possible, the City of Taylorville should retain its own concessions. In case
of a resort lodge, or some very special type of development, this might have
to be put out on a concession basis. Every facility developed on the lake
front should be self-supporting from the standpoint of operation and
maintenance.

6. Roadways. No area should be developed by another agency unless they
agree to build the road to their development which would conform to the
overall master plan.

7. Marina Area. The marina area is very short on parking. Perhaps all
present parking area and all the potential area around it should be reserved
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