City of Taylorville - Comprehensive Plan Chapter lI: Demographics

CHAPTER I
DEMOGRAPHICS

A. INTRODUCTION

An effective comprehensive plan must include an analysis of potential
changes in future population size, composition and distribution as well as a
description of past trends. In some cases, the factors that influence population
change are beyond the control of the community. In other cases, the City can
influence or manage future demographic changes through the adoption of
policies based on the community goals.

A description and analysis of existing demographic data as provided by
the U.S. Bureau of Census follows.

B. POPULATION
1. Historic Population Trends

In terms of population trends, Figure 11-1 shows the population of the City
of Taylorville for each of the decennial census years from 1970 through 2000.
From 1970 to 1980, the population grew from 10,790 to 11,386 persons, an
increase of approximately 5.5%. From 1980 to 1990, the population decreased
from 11,386 to 11,133 persons, a decrease of approximately 2.2%. From 1990
to 2000, the population once again grew from 11,133 to 11,427 persons, an
increase of approximately 2.6%. The population gain in the 1990’s was greater
than the loss in the 1980’s which resulted in the population in 2000 surpassing
that of the population in 1980. Figure lI-1 also shows future population
projections based upon Table II-1.

2. Population Projections

While Taylorville has experienced erratic population growth over the last
30 years, this situation may change in the near future. Proposals to develop new
coal mines and a coal fired power plant just north of Taylorville will enhance
opportunities for economic development in and around the City. In addition,
completion of the long awaited widening of lllinois Route 29 to the north will
strengthen the economic connection between Taylorville and Springfield. These
two events could combine to generate significant population and job growth in
Taylorville over the next several years.

Table 11-1 shows future population projections through 2030. These
projections have been made using two methods of projections. One method
projects a future population of 12,341 persons and is arrived at by applying the
growth rate (2.6%) the City experienced during 1990-2000 for each decade
through 2030. The second method projects a future population of 11,937 and is
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