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CHAPTER IV
LAKE TAYLORVILLE LAND USE

A. History and Existing Conditions

Lake Taylorville was constructed in 1961 by damming the South Fork of
the Sangamon River. The lake and land immediately adjacent to the lake are
owned by the City of Taylorville. According to information provided by the
Christian County Supervisor of Assessments Office, the lake contains
approximately 1,160 acres (1.8 square miles) and City-owned parcels near the
lake account for an additional 1,240 acres. Map V-1 shows the City owned
parcels and existing land uses around the lake. In 1962, a Report on Lake
Taylorville was prepared which described potential land uses and made several
recommendations concerning the lake, including the preparation of a master
plan. A copy of this report is provided in Appendix B. In response to the 1962
report, a development plan for the lake was prepared in 1964. A copy of this
report is provided in Appendix C.

The 1964 Proposed Development Plan for Lake Taylorville planned for a
variety of uses around the lake. The plan generally provided for land around the
lake to be used for a City park, residential development, semi-public (non-profit
group use), public access points, institutional — training & research, commercial —
rental cottages, commercial — highway, and an industrial area adjacent to Route
29. Map IV-2 is a copy of the Proposed Development Plan for Lake Taylorville
that was prepared in 1964.

Current land uses of the lake include a marina, beach, overnight
campgrounds, “lake lots”, golf course, hunting, Boyd Dappert youth reservation,
public park, and single-family residential development. Map V-3, provided by the
City of Taylorville Lake Department, shows the exiting land uses surrounding
Lake Taylorville. A more detailed description of current land uses is as follows:

1. Public Marina, Beach, and Cabins. These facilities are located on the
northwest side of the lake near the dam.

A. Marina

Office with some vending machines.

Maintenance building with equipment.

Public rest rooms and shower facilities.

Five (5) concrete boat access ramps, one (1) being handicap
accessible.

Two (2) floating docks for boat access, one (1) being handicap
accessible.

One (1) handicap accessible parking space.

Handicap access ramp to Marina office and restroom facilities.
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8. One (1) boat accessible fuel service dock.

9. Uncovered boat slip rentals.

10. Optimist sponsored public park with horse shoe pits, picnic
areas and beach.

11. Sanitary dumping station.

12. Potable water.

B. Public Beach
1. Sand beach with roped off swimming area.
2. No life-guard provided.

C. Cabins.
1. Four (4) permanent wood rental cabins facing the public beach,
one (1) being fully handicap accessible.
2. Each cabin has potable water and restroom shower facilities.

2. Public Campgrounds. These campsites are located on the west side of the
lake south of the marina facilities and north of West Sunset Drive.

A. Campgrounds are identified as campgrounds 1, 2, 3, 4, and shady rest.
B. Gravel access roads and a gravel pad is typically provided.
C. Potable water is provided.
D. Sanitary sewer is not provided, each lot has to furnish and pump their
own sanitary facilities. Approved sanitary facilities include:
1. Portable rest room.
2. Buried underground 1,000 gallon concrete holding tank.
3. Manufactured mobile camping unit with its own onboard holding
tank.
E. Electrical service is available at the leasor’s expense.
F. Campsites are leased from April 1% to October 31% of each year and
leased at a rate of $595.00 for the season or for $85.00 per month.
G. Structures permitted on the campsite include:
1. Manufactured mobile camping or travel units.
2. No permanent structures of any kind are allowed.
H. Any items that remain on the lots after the camping season are charged
with a winter storage fee.
I. There are 85 available camping lots. These lots are currently being
occupied by:

1. Taylorville residents =10
2. Taylorville addresses (but non-residents of the City) =3
3. Out of town =62
Total =75
3. Public Overnight Campgrounds. These facilities are located in

campground site #3 and are located south of the beach and north of West
Sunset Drive.
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A. Gravel access roads and a gravel pad are typically provided.
B. Potable water is provided.
C. Sanitary sewer is not provided, each site has to furnish and pump their
own sanitary facilities. Approved sanitary facilities include:
1. Manufactured mobile camping unit with its own onboard holding
tank.
D. Electrical service is available at the leasor’'s expense.
E. Sites are leased from April 1% to October 31% of each year and leased
at a rate of $15.00 per night.
F. Structures permitted on the site include:
1. Manufactured mobile camping or travel units are allowed.
2. No permanent structures of any kind will be allowed.
G. There are 12 available camping sites.

4. Public Lake Lots. These lots are located on the west side of the lake south
of West Sunset Drive and north of the Owaneco Road. These lots are also
located on the east side of the lake from the Owaneco Road north to
Bishops Cove.

A. Lake lots are identified as LL1 thru LL570.
B. Gravel and earth access roads are provided.
C. Potable water is not provided for these facilities, the leasor has to
provide his own water supply.
D. Sanitary sewer is not provided, each tenant has to furnish and pump
his own sanitary facilities. Approved sanitary facilities include:
1. Portable rest room.
2. Buried underground 1,000 gallon concrete holding tank.
3. Manufactured mobile camping unit with its own onboard holding
tank.
E. Electrical service is available at the leasor’s expense.
F. Lots are leased from April 15" to October 15" of each year at a rent of
$300.00 for the season.
G. Structures permitted on the lot include:
1. Manufactured mobile camping or travel units.
2. No permanent structures of any kind are allowed.
H. Any items that remain on the lots after the camping season are
charged a winter storage fee.
I. There are 506 available lake lots, these lots are currently being

occupied by:
1. Taylorville residents =120
2. Taylorville addresses (but non-residents of the City) =46
3. Out of town =190

Total = 356
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5. Lake Shore Golf Course. This facility is located on the west side of the
lake, north of Owaneco Road and east of the intersection of Township
Road 1000 North and 1450 East (Cherokee Street).

A. The golf course is owned and maintained by the Taylorville Park
District.
B. The course is an 18-hole golf course and is open to the public.

6. Boyd Dappert Yourth Reserve. This reserve is located east of Cherokee
Street and south of the Owaneco Road.

A. The reserve has been designated as an area for the non-profit youth
organizations in the area.
B. This area may be accessed from both the east and west side.
C. The west side has the following amenities:
1. Campfire bowl.
2. Pauvilion.
3. Camping area.
4. Walking trails, including two (2) walking bridges.
D. The east side has the following amenities:
1. Camping area.
2. Walking trails.
The lake is accessible from both sides of the reserve.
A silt dam has been constructed at the Owaneco Road which will not
allow boat access to the main lake area.
Both sides have canoe or rowboat access points.
This reserve is overseen by the Taylorville YMCA.

Lo mm

7. Kiwanis Park. This park is located on the northeast side of the lake,
directly across from the marina.

A. Amenities include:
1. Pavilion.
2. Picnic areas.
3. Playground equipment.
4. Floating dock.

8. Silt Dams. There have been nine (9) silt dams constructed to control the
silt runoff into the lake. The locations of these are shown on Map IV — 1.
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B. Future Land Use Plan

Map V-4 is the land use plan that illustrates the future zoning district
boundaries for Lake Taylorville. A few areas of recommended changes from the
existing zoning map and previous Proposed Development Plan have been
incorporated into this future land use map. A summary of those areas and brief
explanation for some of those changes is as follows:

1.

8.

0.

Lake Residential. A new zoning district has been created that would
allow private residential development adjacent to the lake. This
residential zone is proposed to be located on both sides of the lake
and will reduce the total number of lake lots available for public use.
This new residential zoning district recognizes the value of lake
protection and as such will provide specific design standards for
development within this zone.

. Resort Residential. This also is a new zoning district which would allow

a mix of housing types both adjacent to and in the vicinity of the golf
course. This zoning is intended to create a residential resort
atmosphere surrounding the golf course.

Boat club with boat launch, covered slips and boat storage.

RV park with drive thru parking and complete facilities hookups and
recreation area.

Hunting and fishing area on the southwest end of the lake.
Public parks with water accessibility.

Enhancement and promotion of Boyd Dappert Youth Reserve.
Public camping.

Hiking and horse trails.

10. Natural Areas.
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